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Chairmans’ Annual report 2014-2015 

 
Presented at the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 13th May 2015 
 
When commencing this report I did not know if I would still be a Parish Councillor after Election Day but I 
was told that I would still be Chairman, regardless, until the new Parish Council meets.  It transpires that 
all retiring Councillors were prepared to stand for re-election and so all places have been filled for the next 
term. All scheduled meetings last year were held as planned and there have been several additional 
meetings needed to provide comments on planning matters that needed careful consideration.  It is 
therefore appropriate to thank all members for their support over the year and also to appreciate the 
work of our Parish Clerk in maintaining the statutory duties associated with the Council.  
  

In many ways the last year has seen little actually happen and yet it has been an exceptionally busy in (1) 
seeking to get some things done (2) seeking to prevent things happening and (3) seeking to maintain 
those things that we value.  Politicians in recent years have been keen to encourage “localism” but these 
words are meaningless unless there is a will to take notice and act on the views of Parish Councils. This will 
be demonstrated later in this report but leads to Councillors’ frustration when logical consultation is 
ignored and attempts to achieve promised goals are hampered by inefficiency. The Council has found it 
necessary to write letters of complaint to The Communities Secretary, Eric Pickles, to our MP Dan Poulter 
(twice) and to the Chief Executives of Suffolk County Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council.  While a 
constructive response was received from the Chief Executive to Suffolk Coastal the other letters only 
resulted in acknowledgements and that others would reply – either those who were being complained 
about or a totally inappropriate third party. 
 

Some of these complaints were on the subject of traffic calming. I reported last year that after trying for 
many years to get approval to traffic calming measures for Lower Road and Church Lane the County 
Council had agreed to a scheme for further road markings at the gateways and permanent vehicle 
activated signing on these roads.  Final details of exact location and power supply were outstanding but 
what should have been no more than a few weeks work has still not been completed.  It appears that the 
decision to outsource the Highways function to a consultant has created excessive internal delays and 
removed any obligation towards customer satisfaction.   If the Parish Council had been allowed to place 
an order directly with the Contractor the work would have been completed during 2014! 
 

The other subject of complaint concerned the apparent lack of control over planning applications for 
development in the village. The Parish Council was invited prior to publication to give informal views on 
issues to be incorporated in the new Site Allocations Document of the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan. The draft 
document was subject to formal consultation early this year and included some of these views.  Having 
taken the time to be constructive in this consultation members were shocked at the apparent lack of 
support given to Parish Council comments relating to planning applications in the village during the year. 
The Church Lane development had already been approved, based on proposals used by the developer at a 
local exhibition, but then a variation was submitted altering the type of houses to be provided to the 
detriment of the needs of the village found in the Parish Plan.  The planning application for development 
on Fullers Field for eight homes was considered both unacceptable and premature by the Parish Council 
but the District Council planners requested this to be withdrawn and resubmitted with fourteen homes. In 
spite of Parish Council objections this has been indicated for approval subject to conditions being met. 
 

The Parish Council have been aware for some time that the Cubitts site alongside the Main Road, which is 
a brownfield site, would be subject to proposals for housing and have felt that the overall picture needs to 
be kept in perspective.   The Suffolk Coastal Local Plan identifies Westerfield as a Local Centre and as such 
to share the responsibility for housing in the villages of the district to an average of between 10 and 20 
per village for the period up to 2027. With the Church Lane and Fullers Field sites providing 20 new homes 
and the likely priority to be given to brown field sites the Parish Council have been concerned about the 
lack of concern for the amount of development that the village can take while retaining its identity. 
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A meeting has been held with Suffolk Coastal District Council who have explained that while they have an 
approved Local Plan they cannot demonstrate a five year supply of available sites and under the terms of 
the National Planning Policy Framework (set by National Government) cannot implement the controls 
within the Local Plan. Officers indicated that they understood the situation and that Westerfield was not 
the only village affected. 
  

At this meeting last year Mersea Homes talked about the First Stage of the Ipswich Garden Suburb.   While 
an outline planning application was submitted, a detail application for a small number of houses was also 
included but withdrawn before consideration. 
 

One matter that occupied considerable time was that of Fonnereau Way.   Many residents and users 
provided information that was used to support the retention of this footpath and the Inspectors report 
has been received dismissing the appeal. 
 

Traffic volume and vehicle speed continue to be a concern. We are joining with other villages on the 
east/west route to consider any initiatives that would ease the problem of rat-run traffic and we continue 
to thank the Community Speedwatch team for deterring speeding drivers and also supervising the use of 
the VAS screen.   The team is led by Barry Reeve who organises the rotas for the equipment and the 
volunteer staff.    
 

Last year Charlotte Morrison tried to add some planters near our gateway signs to brighten up the village 
but unfortunately one of these was stolen. We will try again and a little help with watering now and again 
would be helpful.  Rosie Horsfield has continued to talk to Greater Anglia to brighten up the station.   We 
also thank Yvonne Maynard for organising our litter pick once again but it was disappointing that so few 
arrived to help.  Fortunately there was not as much litter as previous years but it could have been easier 
with more help.   
 

Much of the village life revolves around people and this meeting includes reports from all village 
organisations and activities. Please keep supporting local initiatives – it is our village and local support is 
important in maintaining the character that should be maintained. 
 

We have had good support from our County and District Councillors during the year.  Both have had 
health problems but have kept in touch when unable to visit us.  Special thanks to Steven Hudson who has 
not sought re-election as a District Councillor.  His replacement will   be representing a slightly different 
ward as Boundary changes take effect. The changes took note of the Parish Council comments that the 
ward should have a single member with villages of similar rural characteristics.  
 

Finally, the Parish Council will be reviewing its procedures in the light of recent government legislation.  
Requirements for audit will mean the Parish Council must provide easier access to documentation and 
scrutiny of financial transactions.  In line with all levels of government open access via the internet will 
have to be established.   Let’s hope we can achieve it without making it too difficult to understand. 
   

Peter Miller (Chairman) 
 
 

Village Web-site 

This can be found at www.westerfield-village.co.uk and contains details about village activities and a news 

section for current information.   It is kept up to date by Val Byrne so please help her by forwarding anything 

of interest about the village and what is going on. The number of hits being made shows that it is being 

read by many people, both local and from further afield. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westerfield-village.co.uk/
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Financial Report 2014-2015 
 
Income and expenditure 

The precept and a small amount of interest made up the regular income during 2014/15.  Outstanding 

VAT recovery has been claimed but not yet received. 

Hedge and grass cutting costs and street lighting charges have shown little change and Insurance is 

regularly monitored to maintain adequate cover for the risks involved.  Two training courses have been 

attended during the year relating to Parish Council Administration and some issues are being addressed 

that will require further training. The Parish Council made the usual grant to the Parochial Church Council 

towards the upkeep of land around the church and a village seat was purchased to replace the one that 

had become unsafe.  Thanks to Russell Bridges and Bob Hill for arranging and fixing in position. 

 

Bank Balances 

As at the 31st March 2015 the Deposit Account stands at £27472.82 and the Current Account at £1268.99 

making a total of £28741.81.  Payments made by Cheque and not yet presented amount to £978.21 which 

will leave an actual balance carried forward of £27763.60.  The table following this report shows a 

summary of receipts and payments for 2014/15 for the revenue account and the reserve account. 

 

Future Plans 

The Chairman’s report mentioned that the further traffic calming measures have not yet been completed 

and this expenditure has been allowed for in the reserve account. Recent electricity work in Lower Road 

has created the necessity to replace two Parish Council street lights (one on a new pole). The estimated 

cost of this work is £1154(inc VAT).  Further replacements are likely to be needed in the near future for 

the remaining Parish Council owned lights.   It is not expected that Lights owned by Suffolk County as 

Highway Authority that need to be replaced should be a charge on the Parish Council.    

 

Kathy Broyd – Clerk/Financial Officer 
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Westerfield Parish Council Summary of accounts 2014-2015 
 

Total Funds Brought Forward 
  2014/5 2013/4 2012/3      

          

Reserve Account  4077.53 7726.07 6920.32      

Revenue Account  20650.00 7450.00 7450.00      
          

Total  24727.53 15176.07 14370.32      
 

Revenue Account 
Receipts  2014/5 2013/4 2012/3  Payments 2014/5 2013/4 2012/3 

          

Balance bf 1//4/14  4077.53 7726.07 6920.32  Admin Costs    

Precept  9043.43 9000.00 9000.00  Salary & Travel 2222.89 1666.84 1899.72 

VAT Refund  0.00 0.00 00.00  Stationery etc 492.79 153.32 260.23 

Recycling Credit  0.00 00.00 8.46  Audit Fee 100.00 0.00 120.00 

Bank Interest  10.14 7.42 5.60  Subscriptions 430.75 293.00 286.00 

      Training 10.00 0.00 85.00 

      Website 0.00 62.49 0.00 

      RunningCosts    

Grants  0.00 5000.00 0.00  Grass/HedgeCutting 388.34 449.76 148.00 

      Street Lights 520.99 534.62 550.16 

      Insurance 306.62 314.14 321.04 

      Hall Hire 121.00 20.00 104.00 

      Other 182.07 103.47 151.58 

      Other Payments    

      Street Furniture 456.33 275.00 0.00 

      Grants 0.00 0.00 500.00 

      Speed/Traffic Calm. 82.99 0.00 3239.15 

      Grant to PCC 300.00 300.00 300.00 

      VAT 402.73 283.32 243.63 

          

Total receipts  13131.10 21.733.49 15934.58  Total Payments 6017.50 4455.96 8208.51 

          

Transfer from 
reserve account 

 0.00 0.00 00.00  Transfer to reserve 
account 

0.00 13200.00 0.00 

          

Total Income  13131.10 21733.49 15934.58  Total Outgoing 6017.50 17655.96 8208.51 

          

      Balance at 31/3/15 7113.60 4077.53 7726.07 

 

Reserve Account 
Receipts  2014/5 2013/4 2012/3  Payments 2014/5 2013/4 2012/3 

          

Balance bf 1/4/14  20650.00 7450.00 7450.00      

Transfer from revenue 
A/c 

 0.00 0.00 00.00  Transfer to revenue 
A/c 

0.00 0.00 0.00 

Total Income  20650.00 20650.00 7450.00  Total outgoing 0.00 0.00 0.00 

          

      Balance at 31/3/15 20650.00 20650.00 7450.00 

 

Overall Reconciliation 
  2014/5 2013/4 2012/3   2014/5 2013/4 2012/3 

          

Balance Reserve 
Account 31/3/15 

 20650.00 20650.00 7450.00  Bank Balances as at 
31/3/2015 

28741.81 25156.61 16046.65 

Balance Revenue 
Account 31/3/15 

 7113.60 4077.53 7726.07  Less cheques paid 
not yet presented 

978.21 429.08 870.58 

          

Balance Carried 
forward to 2015/16 

 27763.60 24727.53 15176.07  Adjusted Balance 27763.60 24727.53 15176.07 

          

(all above figures subject to Audit and final approval of Parish Council) 
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Westerfield Parish Council Planning Report for 2014-2015 

Westerfield Parish Council have been consulted on 16 planning applications for the village over the last 
year.  There has been one tree preservation order application and it was hoped that SCDC tree experts 
would have a view on this before any felling actually takes place. There were four applications for house 
extensions, two for barn conversions, and three for garden buildings. No objection was made against 
these although in some cases conditions were recommended.  
 

Of the applications for development, there was no objection to that at Mill Farm although concern was 
expressed that this needed to be carefully considered in the light of other applications in the village and the 
cumulative effect on the character of the Westerfield.  The applications for houses in Church Lane near 
Manor Farm and at Fullers Field did raise issues appearing to contradict the new core strategy, parish plan 
and road safety criteria, therefore the council did object and gave details of their concerns about this 
application.  A copy of these comments can be made available on request. 
 
Details are listed below. More information can be found on the website www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk  

Registered 

Date 

No Location Proposal Parish 

Council 

observation 

Suffolk 

Coastal 

Decision 

23/06/2014 DC/14

/1989/

FUL 

Land to north of 

Broadacres, Lower 

Road, Westerfield 

Proposed Barn Convesion to 

Residential Dressing 

No objection 

subject to 

conditions 

Application 

Refused 

27/06/2014 DC/14

/2052/

FUL 

Mill Farm, 

Westerfield Road, 

Westerfield 

Erection of 6 new dwellings inc 2 

affordable with new access to 

Westerfield Road 

No objection 

subject to 

conditions 

Application 

Withdrawn 

02/07/2014 DC/14

/2115/

FUL 

Mill Farm, 

Westerfield Road, 

Westerfield 

Convesion of existing barn to dwelling 

and erection of additional dwelling with 

garage 

No objection Application 

Withdrawn 

07/07/2014 DC/14

/2185/

FUL 

OS 4300 North of 

Fullers Field, 

Westerfield IP6 9AH 

Extension of existing access and 

erection of 8 new dwellings inc 2 

affordable 

Object – copy 

of comments 

available on 

request 

Application 

Withdrawn 

17/07/2014 DC/14

/2301/

FUL 

Little Orchard, 

Westerfield Road 

Westerfield IP6 9AJ 

Erection of new single storey garden 

room and associated link to main 

house 

No objection Application 

Permitted 

26/07/2014 DC/14

/2425/

FUL 

Woodstock, 

Westerfield Road 

Westerfield IP6 9AG 

Erection of two storey rear extension No objection 

subject to 

conditions 

Application 

Permitted 

14/10/2014 DC/14

/3371/

FUL 

Woodstock, 

Westerfield Road 

Westerfield IP6 9AG 

Erection of two storey rear extension 

(revised scheme) 

No objection 

subject to 

conditions 

Application 

Permitted 

14/10/2014 DC/14

/3368/

FUL 

Land Adjacent Manor 

Farm House Church 

Lane Westerfield  

Erection of 6 new dwellings including 

Two Affordable Dwellings on land 

abutting settlement boundary (revision 

to approved scheme DC/13/2673)  

Object – copy 

of comments 

available on 

request 

Application 

Permitted 

23/10/2014 DC/14

/3480/

FUL 

Railway Inn 

Westerfield Road 

Westerfield IP6 9AA 

Single storey rear extension No objection Application 

Permitted 

06/11/2014 DC/14

/3360/

FUL 

OS 4300 North of 

Fullers Field, 

westerfield IP6 9AH 

Extension of existing access and 

erection of 14 new dwellings inc 4 

affordable homes 

Object – copy 

of comments 

available on 

request 

Pending 

Decision 

http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/
http://planningpublicaccess.waveney.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=MT2K8MQXH9K00
http://planningpublicaccess.waveney.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=MT2K8MQXH9K00
http://planningpublicaccess.waveney.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=MT2K8MQXH9K00
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26/11/2014 DC/14

/3856/

FUL 

Rushlake House, 

Lower Road, 

Westerfield,IP6 9AR 

Erection of new garage within existing 

front garden 

No Comment Application 

Refused 

27/11/2014 DC/14

/3901/

FUL 

Linthorpe Westerfield 

Road Westerfield IP6 

9AJ  

Erection of Front porch No objection Application 

Permitted 

03/02/2015 DC/15

/0423/

TPO 

Westerfield Business 

Centre, Westerfield 

Road Westerfield IP6 

9AB 

To fell 2 No roadside Turkey oaks 

causing structural damage to buildings 

Council 

guided by 

SCDC tree 

knowledge 

Application 

Permitted 

09/02/2015 DC/15

/0482/

FUL 

Oakleigh, Lower 

Road, 

Westerfield,IP6 9AR 

Two storey side extension and single 

storey rear extension after demolition 

of conservatory and garage 

No objection Application 

Permitted 

24/02/2015 DC/15

/0748/

FUL 

Land Adjacent Manor 

Farm House Church 

Lane Westerfield  

Erection of two new dwellings varying 

details approved under 

DC/14/3368/FUL 

Object – copy 

of comments 

available on 

request 

Application 

Permitted 

25/02/2015 DC/15

/0779/

VOC 

Land Adjacent Manor 

Farm House Church 

Lane Westerfield  

Variation of conditions to enable 

relocation of garage, and alterations to 

landscaped areas 

Object – copy 

of comments 

available on 

request 

Application 

Permitted 
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Reports from Westerfield Church and Village Charities 
 
Westerfield Parochial Church Council Report for 2014  
 

Thank you for this opportunity to present a report to the Parish Council. I’ve divided the report into two 
parts – the church as a building (small letter c) and the church (capital letter C) as a body of people 
witnessing to the Christian faith.  
 

Church Building and Churchyard  
The Parochial Church Council has undertaken various items of repairs to the fabric which were 
recommended in the statutory Quinquennial Inspection. Towards the end of the year they obtained 
estimates for internal repairs and redecoration which is also much needed together with improvements to 
the lighting and sound system, repairs and improvements to the organ and work for and including the 
installation of a digital piano.  
 

Work was also undertaken to improve drainage outside the Priest's door on the south side to prevent the 
rainwater getting into the church.  In the churchyard, ash trees had their crowns lifted and ivy removed to 
help them resist ash dieback. The cherry trees alongside the footpath were also trimmed.  
 
Church Worship and Service to the Community  
Westerfield is part of the United Benefice of Westerfield and Tuddenham St Martin with Witnesham.  
The Benefice has an active and dynamic Ministry Team of six headed by me, Alan Forsdike, as self-
supporting Parish Priest for the benefice. I serve with a self-supporting Assistant Priest, three Readers and 
an Elder.  
 

The PCC has provided a service of worship every Sunday at 11am. On the second Sunday of the month 
there was 8am Holy Communion service. An informal Prayer Service has taken place most Wednesdays at 
9.30am, with Communion on the first Wednesday of most months.  
 

Relations between the benefice and our fellow Christians at Witnesham Baptist Church are good. In 
partnership with them, several successful Messy Church events have taken place during the year on 
Saturdays attracting large numbers of families.  
 

The Benefice Youth group, led by Elder Julia Farmer with others, numbers about 15 and meets monthly at 
the Old Rectory, Witnesham.  
 

We commemorated the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War with an exhibition in the church 
room that was well supported by exhibitors and visitors. The Remembrance Day service was particularly 
well attended this year.  
 

The Church has continued to sponsor the Scout, Cub and Beaver groups, who attend the monthly Family 
Service when they can. Their Carol Service was very well attended with a full church.  
 

In the wider community the church supports Ipswich Town Pastors, Lighthouse, Talitha Koum and Families 
in Need to whom we offer gifts, food and other donations throughout the year. All these activities offer us 
opportunities to share our faith in practical ways. In all we do, the people of the Church are serving God. 
This is our response to God’s generosity: we are truly blessed by his love and it is our duty and joy to share 
that love with others through our lives. 
  

The PCC and I are grateful for the support given by local villagers in cleaning the church buildings, working 
in the churchyard to ensure our church looks well cared for and inviting to visitors and assisting at 
services. We particularly appreciate help setting up, running and attending the church fete in August and 
for contributions to the Annual Gift Day in July. Both of these give financial support to the work of the 
Church (large C) and the physical presence of the church (small c) in this village.  

 
Alan Forsdike, Parish Priest 
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Westerfield Village Hall Charity No 1086331 

Lettings for the year have held up well, with many children’s parties during the last year. 
 
A great deal of work has been carried out over the last 12 months to improve and maintain the Village 
Hall, these include replacing the ridge tiles, replacing the south facing window, painting inside and 
outside, replacing two exterior doors and work to repair the ceiling after part of it fell down. 
 
Over the coming months we hope to replace the main dormer window wooden side supports with bricks 
as the wood is rotten. 
 
The Village Hall AGM will take place on the 22nd June at 7.30pm, followed by cheese and wine in the 
Village Hall.  All are welcome. 
 
I would like to thank the committee members and trustees for their help and support during the last year. 
 
Colin Farrow.   Chairman. 

 

Bridget Collett Education Foundation Charity No 310435 
 
The Bridget Collett Educational Foundation traces its origins back to the Will of Bridget Collett who died in 
the 1660s. She was a spinster who lived, and was buried in London and it is believed that she was related 
to the Collett family who lived in the Manor House Westerfield. In her Will of 23 September 1662 she left 
property in Claydon in trust to support the young people of Westerfield (more recently extended to 
include Tuddenham, Akenham and Henley) in their educational endeavours.  
 
During 2014-15 the charity provided grants totalling £6,340.  7 young people were awarded grants to 
support their college and university studies, families of 9 secondary school and 12 primary school pupils 
received educational support grants. Grants were also awarded to Westerfield scouts and Witnesham 
guides and brownies.  
 
Young people over the age of 18 can apply to the charity directly and we are pleased to support further 
education, apprenticeships, college courses as well as university places.  
 
The Trustees liaise closely with Witnesham and Henley Primary schools to ensure that eligible parents are 
aware of the Charity but we welcome applications directly.    If anyone considers that a children would 
benefit from additional support for a special project or if the family has fallen on hard times we would be 
pleased to hear from them. 
 
The board of trustees who manage the funds are Bill Pipe(Chair), David Brow, Yvonne Maynard, Mary 
Scholey, Hugh Rowland, Juila Farmer and a representative from Suffolk County Council.   The trustees 
meet quarterly.  
 
Further information on the charity and applications forms can be found on the web site 
www.bridgetcollett.org.uk or by phone to Bill Pipe or Yvonne Maynard (01473 226709) 
 
Yvonne Maynard (on behalf of the Trustees) 
 
 

 

 

http://www.bridgetcollett.org.uk/
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Reports from Village Groups and Organisations 

Westerfield Bowls Club 
The Club ended a very enjoyable 2014 season by reaching the final of the Samford Cup, and only lost by 
the narrowest of margins.  Within the local Ipswich Leagues our new team (Whites) won their Division on 
a Wednesday afternoon, and our Yellow team also gained promotion on a Monday evening.  Our other 4 
teams maintained their position, all finishing in the upper half of their respective Divisions. We also had a 
very full schedule of Friendly matches against other local clubs and organisations on Tuesday afternoons 
during the 2014 season 
 

It is pleasing to be able to report that we attracted several additional players at the beginning of the 
season, so our membership has increased. We always welcome anyone wishing to try the sport.  We 
practice on Saturday afternoons and anyone interested should contact the Secretary (details below). 
 

The condition of the green remained very good throughout the season and members are very grateful for 
the hard work of a few dedicated Groundsmen who ensure an excellent surface on which we are 
privileged to bowl. 
Owen Williams (Hon Sec Ipswich 213234) 
 

Wednesday Coffee Morning 
The Wednesday Morning Coffee Morning continues to be a flourishing weekly event. More people have 
become involved in running and organising it so that it has become a more Community run event and 
responsibilities are spread. It attracts on average up to 30 people a week and provides a valuable 
opportunity for people in the village to meet each other.   
 

It would be good to have some more people join us so please if you are new to the village or have lived 
here for a considerable time do come along and enjoy a coffee and chat and get to know other people 
from within the village and further afield. Any profits from the Coffee Morning are donated to the Village 
Hall funds  
 

A big "thank you" to Russell Bridges for setting-up the tables & chairs each week and to everyone who 
helps to keep the Coffee Morning running smoothly. 
  

Westerfield Events Group 
We held a very successful mid-summer’s day tea party last year on the 21st June.  It was a beautiful day 
and everyone so enjoyed the lovely tea, served on all old vintage china with background music supplied by 
the “Mellow Bellows” and a dance demonstration of Hip Hop dancing taking people back to their youth.  
Thank you to all who helped organise the day, those who so willingly loaned us china, linen, cake stands 
etc.  A most successful event. 
 

In December we held our annual Christmas Fish and Chip lunch.  Again well supported and enjoyed by all.  
The proceeds of a collection made were given to Redcourt (via Anne and John  Baker). 
 

On March 11th we held a Spring Lunch (Jacket Potatoes and Puddings) followed by an “Armchair Walk” 
entitled Ipswich Past and Present given by a lady from the Ipswich Tourist Board who brought it very much 
alive.  Requests have been made for another one of her talks.   
 

We are now looking forward to an outing on August 5th to the End of Pier show at Cromer.  This has now 
sold out. 
Olive Miller (Committee member)  
 

Fit Villages (Pilates)  

There are now two Pilates classes running in the Village Hall each for one hour starting at 10.45am or at 
12.00noon. The cost is £6.50 per class if paid in advance (or £7.50 drop-in). Beginners are welcome and 
mats are provided.  Further details can be obtained from Kat Bailey on 07804 909083 or by email to 
katspilates@live.com  
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Westerfield and District Gardening Club 
The Gardening Club continues to grow from strength to strength, now having a membership of 46 
 

The meetings are held in the Village Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, excluding January and 
August, starting at 7.15 p.m. 
 

We have a varied and interesting programme, with this year covering topics such as  
Planting for scent in your garden all year round, an insight into the production of  the different composts 
and products produced by Westland Horticulture, specialist subjects  
such as Growing Ferns and Drought Gardening, Rare and Unusual Perennials and Pruning your Trees and 
Shrubs, culminating at the end of the year with Chris Bell from Weatherquest on Storm Chasing 
 

We have again this year 3 outings. A visit to Perrywood Nurseries, Tiptree followed by a visit to Tiptree 
Jams. a day visiting the Green Island Gardens, Ardleigh and onto the Gardens at Ulting Wick, and lastly 
Cambridge Botanical Gardens. 
 

Our annual BBQ in July is once again kindly being hosted by Andrew and Monica Ford, where, as usual, 
competition for winning the ‘potato in a bucket’ will be running high. (Watch out for saboteurs) 
 

Our reminder/newsletter emails  are sent out the weekend before the meeting, which also includes 
information and events around the area, remains popular. 
 

If this all appeals to you, why not come along as a visitor for £3 including refreshments. You never know 
you may like us and decide to become one of our increasing membership. 
 

The programme can be found on the Village Website, Parish Council Newsletter and Intouch Magazine. 
 

Barbara Bell 

 

Westerfield Horse Show 
Our 50th Show was a success and we were able to send £2,300 to St.Elizabeth Hospice. 
 

Thankfully we had some very good sponsors, because like all local horse shows entries are on the decline. 
 

Our usual midday showers were a lot heavier and prolonged and so some of the childrens’ classes did not 
run – and even the Ice Cream man went home! 
 

However the sun shone again and the Gymkhana games and afternoon jumping were enjoyed by 
everyone. 
 

The Westerfield Gardening Club mounted a very good plant stall and we were grateful for that.  The 
Hospice Tombola, well supplied by Westerfield residents, was a success and the lady in charge had never 
been to a Horse Show before and really enjoyed it!   
 

This year we are again supporting St. Elizabeth Hospice.  They have a new Fund Raiser for this area, but 
Tombola arrangements for collection of contributions should be “as usual”. 
 

We are also planning to give a donation to the Bridge School Holiday Club for new playground equipment.  
This has been prompted by getting to know a family with an autistic 5 year old. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you, D.V., on Saturday June 27th. 
 
Sylvia Partridge 
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Westerfield and Tuddenham with Witnesham Mothers’ Union  
2014 was another good year for Mothers’ Union. Membership has remained the same at 20 members and 
one honorary member.  
 

We have had another interesting programme. In January, Roger Fern told us about the work of The 
Umbrella Trust, followed by Pauline Walker speaking about the Co-op Junior in February. In April, Hope 
Price and her husband told us about their time as missionaries in Rwanda. Lynda Sexton told us about the 
children at St John’s Children’s Home in Ipswich and the next month Dave Gardner explained his role on 
Mission. Jenny Gibbs gave a very colourful and amusing talk about running a “B&B” in Turkey. 
 

We had two Communion services led by Alan and a Wave of Prayer Service taken by Catherine. Several 
members attended the Lady Day Service at St John’s Cauldwell Road Ipswich where Mary Scholey and I 
processed our MU Banner. We also had a shared lunch at “Tanglewood” Witnesham, Ann and Tom’s 
home and in December we enjoyed Carols & Readings followed by a delicious tea. 
 

Three Mothers’ Union causes benefitted by donations of £50 apiece. AFIA (Away From It All), MU 
Emergency Relief Fund and MU Ireland Fund.  
 

My thanks to Alan and Catherine Forsdike for leading services, to Christine Laughlin and Claire Lunney for 
playing the organ and piano and to Mary Scholey our treasurer. Thanks also to Daphne Bristo who makes 
each member a beautiful posy for their birthday and to all members for their support and help. 
 

Ann Bennett (Branch Leader)  
 

1st Westerfield Scout Group  
This is our 2014 report for each section but unfortunately we are currently without a Beaver leader. 
 

Beavers  

Well we started as new Leaders after Easter and have had a very fun and fulfilling programme to work 
through which has led to lots of badges on OSM and 2 Scout Bronze Awards. The key was to achieve 
Creative Challenge Badge, Fitness Challenge Badge, Experiment, and Creativity Activity Badges. 
 

Also with so many new Beavers joining us and with their Investures this was a good time to carry out the 
Promise Challenge Badge. Beaver’s participation was excellent doing their best at home all week. Learning 
about the group and drawing Promise Hands helping each other draw round their hands and writing out 
the Beaver Promise. St Georges Parade had a good attendance helping towards this badge too. The talk at 
the next meeting was of this Parade reviewing several likes and dislikes about how it went. Some Beavers 
commented - The walk being a bit too long for some on a Sunday. 
 

Lots of excitement at Experiment Evening seeing the Beavers enthralled in their predictions was 
overwhelming for all, although a bit messy in places. Many Beavers not wanting the volcano to stop 
overflowing and the Corn Flour Slime intrigued all. Beavers even brought in their own experiments from 
home. A flower turning blue from one; which had better results than the celery turning red (we could 
have waited all week for it to go to the top). 
 

Boot Camp Evening - training lots of sporting activities on the field paid off as we came 2nd in Beaver 
District Sports Event. After making and promoting a Healthy Eating Poster of food that is good and food 
that is bad for us which went towards Healthy Eating Activity Badge; we won a tub of Mars Chocolates. 
Which we all enjoyed (a little in moderation of course was agreed ok).  
A night of paper folding many origami shapes created and super high flying planes which went towards Air 
Activities Badge and is to be continued for all to be awarded this badge in the future. 
 

Fathers all got a treat from Fathers Day Evening. Beavers being very creative made mugs and cards for 
their Fathers. Camp Fire Sing Song Evening putting up a tent and learning how to tie a reef know will 
enable Beavers to be awarded Outdoor Challenge and Camp Craft Badges in the future when all other 
tasks have been completed. Beavers Night Out this the last meeting this programme at Wherstead on the 
slopes fun for all towards Adventure Badge. 
Rainbow (Kerry Care) 
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Cubs 

The pack has 12 children aged 8-10.5yrs. A few are local to Westerfield, others from Northern Ipswich & 
surrounding villages. Some come directly to us, or more recently, our re-started Beaver Colony. There is 1 
Pack Leader, an Assistant Leader in training and a parent assistant who helps to sort all the badge criteria 
with the Cubs. However a permanent team of 3 leaders would ease the pressure and spread the workload 
to expand the programme. We sometimes have a Young Leader (14-18yrs) completing the service element 
of their D of E award by giving voluntary service for up to 3 months. 
 

Our programme follows a similar pattern each year, based on the Scout Association's framework (with 
changes in 2015 to reflect changes in our society) Some of our activities are annual, such as taking part in 
the RSPB's Big Schools' Bird Watch' in January.  When possible, we like to be outdoors with mapwork, 
hikes, activity days etc.  Scouting families are encouraged to collect Sainsbury's Vouchers which provides 
us with games equipment to keep fit.  
 

Cubs think about their environment  by recycling plastic bottle tops, used postage stamps and old 
spectacles - these are passed on to a charity collector for East Anglian Air Ambulance, St Elizabeth Hospice 
etc. The Renal Unit & The Leprosy Mission. This counts for either Collector's badge/Promise Challenge. 
 

In Spring, the Cubs think of others by joining the Scouts for the Group's Annual Good Turn Evening, 
entertaining the older folks. They perform either some music/song/sketch - this year about St George & 
the role he plays in our Scouting tradition on St George's Day - our Big Parade. 
 

When possible, we take part in Cub Scouting events further afield with fellow groups and attend several 
district events in the surrounding area, which enables the youngsters to have the opportunity to learn & 
participate in new skills. We try to have a least one camp a year. This year, the Cubs joined in our Deben 
District Cub Camp at Boxford for 3 nights in May, camping with over 50 other Cubs and their leaders. They 
coped really well and had a lot of fun, busy with lots of activities including kayaking, cooking, archery, 
craft, and making their own entertainment at a campfire! Cubs also helped at their Group annual fund 
raising fete running games during the summer. 
 

A 'first' this year for just two Westerfield Cubs, was when they won the Deben District Cub Archery 
Tournament in June, competing against teams of 4, representing 5 other groups! They not only were clear 
winners, but one Cub scored the highest number of points winning a personal best medal. 
 

We held a Hobbies' night for their badges, where Cubs brought in and explained about their hobby. They 
ranged from collecting items to playing music! In November, the Cubs take part in the District 
Construction Challenge where they are asked to bring a box of scrap items, given a challenge on the day, 
and are judged on listening, team-work and completion of the design-brief. 
 

We have been busy doing some cooking with a parent volunteer. They made 'bonfire' decorated cakes in 
early November and some 'sparkly' bags to take them home in. Our parent helper organised a shoebox 
collection for 'Operation Christmas Child' one evening, where each Cub decorated & filled a shoebox with 
small gifts to send to children overseas less fortunate than ourselves.  
 

The year ended with our own Group Carol Service in St Mary's Church. Each Cub participated. They made 
& decorated a 'different' Christmas Tree for the Church Window depicting Beavers & Cubs!  
 

All the events & activities outlined in this report count toward badges & one of our Cubs has worked hard 
to achieve his Chief Scouts' Silver Award, presented at the Service by the Assistant District Commissioner. 
 

'Akela', Joan Gibson March 2015 
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Scouts 

There are 11 Scouts, two Leaders and one Young Leader. 
 

January and four scouts headed off to Aldeburgh scout hut on  a  chilly Saturday afternoon for the District 
Air rifle competition, they performed well but were not in the top two, better luck next year. A team of 
eight scouts entered the Orwell District night hike in February, the event was almost cancelled due to high 
winds but by the time the event was due to start they had died away. The Westerfield team finished in 
joint 1st place with the 26th Ipswich. In March the three oldest scouts went on the Phoenix camp, a link 
camp for older scouts and Explorers, held on a campsite in Essex. 
 

Of course the big news at the is that one of our Scouts, Tilly Crowhurst has been accepted as one of the 
contingent of Suffolk Scouts / Explorers who will be going to the 23rd World Scout Jamboree in Japan in 
2015. She has a number of training events / camps to go in the coming months as well as raising nearly 
£3000. Following is an extract taken from the UK Scout website – 
UK Scouts and Guides are currently preparing for the jamboree, forming friendships, fundraising and 
preparing so that when they return home, they will have developed skills and knowledge to act as global 
citizens keen to positively affect their local communities and demonstrating commitment to Scouting and 
creating a better world. 
 

Six Scouts (along with Beavers & Cubs) turned up for St George’s day parade which was again held at 
Framlingham. Thankfully it was a sunny afternoon. 
 

In May there was the annual good turn evening when the scouts entertain local senior citizens. The Cubs 
started the evening off with some musicians and a short play then the scouts took over with bingo and 
refreshments and included a musical interlude by one of the scouts. We also had a scout camp at 
Hallowtree, it was glorious sunny weather for the weekend, there were 8 scouts taking part with a ninth 
(Alice) joining us on Saturday afternoon. They did numerous activities with the main one being Climbing 
and Abseiling on Saturday. They cooked their evening meal on a wood fire. On the 21st June three scouts 
turned up at Grundisburgh for the District Archery competition. 
 

In October we had a weekend at Boxford Spinney, much of which was planned by the two PL’s towards 
their Outdoor plus challenge. 
 

November was the annual District cooking contest, we entered two teams (as most groups did), this time 
the Westerfield ‘B’ team came first which was the younger of the two.  The Group Carol Service was held 
at Westerfield in December where the scouts contributed by doing some of the readings. Meghan 
Thorneloe and James Phillips were presented with their Chief Scouts Gold Award by the Deputy District 
Commisioner, this is the highest badge a scout can get. 
 

We finished 2014 with a Christmas camp (indoors) at Felixstowe in December. 12 scouts, 2 Young Leaders 
and four Leaders / Adults took part. There was a mixture of indoor / outdoor activities over the weekend 
as well as the famous Westerfield Christmas Dinner on the Saturday. 
 

Tilly Crowhurst has already exceeded her financial target for the Jamboree next year. 
 

Peter Runnacles ( Skip)  Scout Leader 
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Westerfield Tennis Club 
The tennis club met monthly throughout the summer last year, from May to October, with all planned 
sessions being held. Consistent with previous years, everyone enjoyed good sociable evening play and we 
look forward to doing the same in 2016, commencing 11th May. We had no new members last year but 
welcome hearing from anyone in Westerfield who would be interested in joining us. We meet on the 2nd 
Monday of each of the summer/autumn months. 
 

Bruce Doick 
 

Westerfield Women’s Institute 
Westerfield W.I. celebrated our 90th Birthday with a party in May last year (2014). 
 

We have had a good year of speakers.  A speaker on the History of Shopping, Running a B & B in Turkey,  
and one of our members showed us how to Stick Weave.   We had a speaker showing slides on the River 
Alde and a very interesting talk on Hearing dogs for the Deaf and were shown how dogs responded to 
different sounds. A talk about the East Anglian Daily Times, and a meeting on poetry which some of our 
members took part in.   
 

We had a number of outings to different places and we have Lunch Club which takes place about every 2 
months.  
 

The number of members this year is 43 but we could always do with more and anyone who wants to join 
would be most welcome.  
 

Vera Hayes (Secretary) 
 

 

Reports from County and District Councillors 

County Councillor’s report for 2014/15 
 

A personal comment 
From a personal point of view this is a year which I would rather forget. However I am now making good 
progress. I have nothing but praise for the NHS, Ipswich hospital and all those who work in the three 
specialist areas that have treated me in the last twelve months, not forgetting my own GP. My gratitude 
to them all is immense. 
Unfortunately this has meant that I have not been able to provide the service to you all which I would like, 
particularly in being unable to attend meetings which help me to appreciate the problems and concerns in 
the 26 parishes I represent. My apologies , but I hope that from this summer “normal service will resume” 
Council Tax 
I am sure that you all know that for the fifth year in a row the County Council has frozen council tax. This 
means that Suffolk residents will not pay any more than they did in 2010/11. We have delivered savings of 
£130m over the last four years. However, if central government polices remain unchanged, we estimate 
that we will have to make further savings of £120 over the next three years, having started with £38.2 for 
the forthcoming year. A significant proportion on the savings have been achieved by a reduction in the 
workforce of 47% across all council services. 
Two major operational changes 
As far as what has happened at the County Council, two significant service changed responsibility in order 
to reduce costs just before or in the early part of the year. The CSD services which were in partnership 
with BT, were brought back in house after ten years, and the Highways maintenance contract was put out 
Kier MG. 
CSD contract 
The transfer of the CSD contract, which included the financial, IT and HR activities of the council, came 
back into our direct responsibility seamlessly. Even the few adverse comments which we were getting 
towards the end of the contract seem to have dried up. It is also saving us money. 
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Highways contract 
The transfer of all highways maintenance to Kier MG has proved a very different matter. To start with we 
negotiated the contract with May Gurney with whom we had had a good relationship, but at the last 
minute they were acquired by Kier. The idea was that the council staff would transfer to Kier MG under 
the normal arrangements, but some of the more important staff decided to take redundancy where it was 
offered, thus resulting in a shortage in the workforce. It seems that the council did not insist in adequate 
corrective action being taken soon enough, although us Councillors were complaining to the highways 
department and the Cabinet member because of the frustration you and we were having in getting 
anything done. I am glad to say that it all came to a head in the second half of last year when meetings at 
the highest level within Kier MG produced action on their part. A list of all outstanding work was drawn up 
and given priority and most has been undertaken. However we discovered subsequently that a number of 
tasks which councillors and parishes thought were outstanding had never got on to the outstanding list, 
that is the reason why we still have work outstanding for more than a year but it is now being scheduled. 
Highways fault reporting tool 
A very important new highways fault reporting tool was introduced earlier this year and any member of 
the public can use this system by going to www.suffolk.gov.uk/report-a-highways-problem. The new 
highways reporting tool which allows photographs to be up loaded can be accessed by tablets and 
mobiles. This means that people can access the map on the go and these will be recorded and actioned 
straight away. The tool also allows anyone to follow up the report to see the progress being made to 
complete the work. This means that if any member of the public sees a highways maintenance problem 
they can report it there and then. 
Energy from waste 
Towards the end of last year our new energy from waste plant at Great Blackenham was commissioned. 
This was a major success for the staff responsible because we had relatively little opposition to the 
development, unlike Norfolk where the cancelation of the contract has cost the council over £30m. On top 
of that the plant was opened on time and on budget, again quite an achievement for a Government body.  
High speed broadband 
During the year we put in a second tranche of £10m towards high speed broad-band for Suffolk which 
should mean that 95% of the County will have improved speeds by the end of 2017. The latest news is 
that 75,000 premises are now connected to high-speed fibre broadband thanks to the Better Broadband 
for Suffolk programme. 
Young people’s employment centre 
Last November we, in collaboration with other organisations, opened in Ipswich the very first young 
people’s employment centre in the country for 16 to 24 year olds. What is notable about this project is 
that it is not just an employment centre but they are trained how to write CVs and approach interviews. In 
the first month more than 500 young had made use of the centre. 
Education 
Under the councils new School Improvement Strategy we have recently sent out the second risk-rating 
letter in which each school is rated red, amber or green, based on information the school has provided as 
well as government data. This is all part of the work we are doing to keep on top of poor performing 
schools and to be able to pin point where assistance to improve their outturn is required. Meanwhile last 
year’s exam results showed an improvement at all levels, in some cases reaching national levels, but there 
is still a long way to go. 
Locality and minor highways grants 
During the year I was very pleased to be able to help various people and organisations with financial 
assistance, the locality grant being over- subscribed. However, due to the problems mentioned earlier, the 
highways grant was not fully utilised, but I am able to carry the balance forward to this year. 
As always feel free to telephone me on 01473 735259 or e-mail on peter.bellfield @suffolk.gov.uk for any 
assistance you may require with the County Council. 
 
Peter Bellfield, County Councillor for the Carlford Division 
 
 

http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/report-a-highways-problem
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District Councillor for Fynn Valley Ward 
 
Following the election our new councillor is Robert Whiting.  We look forward to him representing the 
Parish for the next four 4 years at Suffolk Coastal District Council. 
 

Kesgrave and District Safer Neighbourhood Team 
 
Westerfield is one of 12 parishes covered by this SNT.   The Parish Council receives regular reports on 
crime in the area and also contributes to meetings held to consider policing priorities.  Members of the 
team attend drop-in sessions throughout the area and where possible, these are generally timed to 
coincide with events attended by local residents.  A list of dates for Westerfield is displayed on the Village 
Hall notice board. 
 
The Safer Neighbourhood Team can be contacted by email at Kesgrave.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 
 
 

How to contact the Clerk to the Parish Council 
Kathy Broyd, 40 Hall Farm Road, Melton IP12 1PJ               Email – westerfieldpc@aol.com 
 
 
 

How to contact your Parish Councillors 
Eileen Fisher, Rowans, Swan Lane    Tel 250166 
Bob Hill, Hawthorns, Main Road     Tel 251787 
Rosie Horsfield, Firholm, Main Road    Tel 289718 
Yvonne Maynard, Seaton House, Lower Road   Tel 226709 
Peter Miller, Longways, Main Road    Tel 212316 
Charlotte Morrison, The Slade, Main Road   Tel 250414 
Barry Reeve, The Brambles, Church Lane   Tel 251843 
       

mailto:westerfieldpc@aol.com

