
WESTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES and notes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on April 25, 2018 at
7.30pm in Westerfield Village Hall

PRESENT For the Parish Council: Peter Miller, Charlotte Morrison, 
Rosie Horsfield, Bob Hill, Peter Hudson, and Barry Reeve 
and Rod Caird (Clerk).  District Cllr Robert Whiting was 
also present together with approximately 25 members of 
the public.
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Apologies for Absence

None

Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on May 10, 2017

The Minutes were approved.

3 Chairman’s welcome, introduction and report on 2017/18, including a financial 
report and an update on planning matters

The Chairman thanked those who had helped with the village litter pick and noted 
that the Parish Council, which is at its fill complement, has had a busy year.  

A copy of the Chairman’s report, which incudes reports from local organisations un-
der Item 4 below, is attached to these notes and can also be viewed here

4 Reports from the Church, local charities, groups, clubs and other organisa-
tions, including if appropriate the District and County Council

Cllr Whiting reported that the District Council is involved in the process of creating a 
new single Council, merging Suffolk Coastal and Waveney into East Suffolk District 
Council.  The number of Councillors will be reduced at the next election in 2019 from 
90 to 55.  He noted that the construction of 2,000 new homes at Adastral Park will 
have a big impact on the area.  Brown waste collection bins for garden waste are no 
longer free and it is essential to register if people wish to pay for the service at £43 
per annum.  The £3.5milion refurbishment of the Leisure Centre in Woodbridge will 
be completed by September; next in line will be the Centre in Leiston.  Funds are 
available from the Community Enabling Budget for this current year.  In subsequent 
discussion Cllr Whiting agreed to make available £515 for lighting improvements in 
the Village Hall and £500 for purchase of the bench for walkers discussed at previ-
ous Parish Council meetings.

A written report from County Cllr Robin Vickery is attached to these notes and can 
also be viewed here.
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https://tinyurl.com/y9pgv7qh
https://tinyurl.com/y9zxp3ok


5 Open questions and discussion

Cllr Horsfield reported that high-speed broadband cabinets on Westerfield Road, on 
the village side of the level crossing, and at the Lower Road crossroads, have now 
been installed.  Further cabinets may follow.  Internet service providers will announce
to customers availability of the service when the cabinets are fully connected and 
commissioned.  Many residents are aware that a better internet service is available in
surrounding villages and it is felt that Westerfield has been left behind.  Progress is 
being made but customers in the village have yet to see the benefits.

Cllr Reeve reported on data gathered from the Vehicle Activated Speed signs in the 
village; a copy of his report will be available on the website and here.

Upcoming improvement works at the level crossing will result in it becoming a full 
barrier crossing with associated safety improvements.  Work will be carried out over 
the summer and will necessitate some road closures.

The introduction of the new Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) will be a slightly 
easier process as the Bill currently in Parliament is being amended to remove the re-
quirement on Parish Councils to appoint an external Data Protection Officer.  But the 
Parish Council still has the responsibility to protect the privacy and personal data of 
all those it deals with.

6 Date of next meeting

April, 2019, exact date to be confirmed

The formal meeting was followed by:

Presentations on traffic in the village, based on data from the Speed Indicator 
Devices; on East Anglia One; on the three bridges proposals for Ipswich; on 
broadband; on data protection - and an update on the Northern Fringe develop-
ment plan and Network Rail’s current branch line proposals

Copies of these presentations are available on the website www.wester-
field.onesuffolk.net
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/c37fptilylfj81v/Westerfield%20Traffic%20Summary.pptm?dl=0

