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WESTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL  
 

APPROVED MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held online on March 
16, 2021 at 7.30pm  

 
PRESENT  Cllrs Peter Miller, Graham Austin, Jason Kirk, Trevor Cade, 

Peter Hudson, Michael Noble and Felicity Borwick.  Rod 
Caird (Clerk), District Councillor Tony Fryatt, and County 
Councillor Gordon Jones were also present.  One member 
of the public was present. 
 

 
1/160321 
 

Apologies and approvals of absence 
 
None 

2/160321 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 
 
None 

3/160321 To approve the Minutes of the meetings held on January 19, February 16 and 
February 24, 2021 
 
The January minutes were approved.  The two sets of February minutes were held 
over to the next meeting. 
 

4/160321 To receive reports from the County and District Councillors, and comments 
from members of the public on matters on the Agenda 
 
Cllr Jones had sent a written report.  He noted that this was his last meeting as 
stand-in Councillor for this division (in fact he has decided to stand down 
altogether this time);  a new member would be elected on May 6.  Parish 
Councillors thanked him for the work he had put in on Westerfield’s behalf in 
recent months. 
 
It was noted that the announcement of a freeport in Felixstowe would be very good 
for the region.  New greener sources of electrical power may result in expansion of 
the sub station at Bramford.  Bids to have the new ANPR speed camera 
equipment sited in particular parishes have been passed to the relevant 
authorities.  It was suggested the Highways reporting to should be used to help 
make the case for a staggered junction sign in Church Lane.  
 
Cllr Jones will take up the concerns about the major potholes in Church Lane, 
Westerfield Road and Lower Road. 
 
Cllr Fryatt reported concerns about the impact of Sizewell C traffic on B roads 
used to bypass A12 congestion.  He noted that East Suffolk has been very active 
in supporting small business and he also referred to the Community Partnership 
efforts which were relevant to this area and the importance of contributing the 
views of small villages to this group. 
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A Highways Code amendment process is under way with a consultation available 
about speed limit observance. 

5/160321 
 
 
 
 

To receive a report on current planning applications and related matters:  
 

DC/21/0649/FUL | Erection of 1no. new dwelling, with detached double cartlodge, 
and driveway. | Land East Of 5 And 6 St Marys Way – awaiting decision 
 
DC/21/0311/FUL | Erection of 1no. new dwelling, with detached double garage, and 
extension of vehicular access driveway. | Land East Of 5 And 6 St Marys Way – 
awaiting decision 
 
DC/21/0264/VOC | Variation of Condition 2 on Application APP/J3530/W/17/3167309 
(The appeal is allowed and planning permission is granted for the erection of 5 
dwellings at The Mount, Church Lane, Westerfield, Ipswich IP6 9BE in accordance 
with the terms of the application, Ref DC/16/2765/FUL, dated 5 July 2016 subject to 
the conditions on the attached schedule.) | The Mount Church Lane – awaiting 
decision 
 
DC/21/0140/FUL | Construction of detached dwelling with detached cart lodge 
building on a site with planning permission for a similar development. | Plot 8 
Development Site Fullers Field – awaiting decision 
 
DC/21/0240/FUL | Excavate two number small wildlife ponds as part of District Level 
Licencing provision in Suffolk, works to include provision of low bank features 
created with excavated material, to be below 500mm in height. Ponds will be; one of 
159sqm area, one of 245sqm area. Remaining development area to be associated 
low earth bunds. Each pond to meet NE pond creation guidelines and will be at 
least 1m deep at deepest part, with varying bank profiles and irregular 
shape. | Cockfield Hall Cockfield Hall Lane – awaiting decision 
 
20/5222/FUL | The erection of 4no. bungalows with garages and shared 
driveway | Land North East Of The Mount Church Lane – awaiting decision 
 
20/4694/FUL | Submission of details relating to fenestration changes and increase 
in residential amenity area, Bartley Barn, Lower Road, Westerfield (benefits from 
grant of prior approval reference DC/18/4739/PN3) dated 7th March 2019. | Bartley 
Barn Lower Road – permitted 
19/4699/FUL Construction of a detached chalet style bungalow etc., The Bungalow, 
Lower Road – appeal dismissed  

The current status of the planning applications was noted. 

Comments have been made by the Chairman on the East Suffolk consultation on 
the Historic Environment. 

Comments made be made on two new East Suffolk consultations by April 25 – one 
on sustainable construction methods and one on the CIL charging schedule. 

Update on Ipswich Borough Council consultations and other matters relevant to 
Ipswich Garden Suburb 

Some further details have been resubmitted today; and the Chairman has 
submitted comments in line with previous discussions on the Red House Farm 
site. 
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6/160321 To discuss any policing concerns and matters arising from the Safer 
Neighbourhood Team and other meetings attended by Parish Councillors 
Cllr Hudson attended the recent webinar on speeding arranged by SALC; outline 
information from the meeting will be published. 

7/160321 To discuss the proposed Westerfield traffic survey 
 
53 responses have been received so far with residents expressing particular 
concern about speeding rather than volume of traffic.  Support is being expressed 
for a variety of proposed changes including a 20mph limit, a weight limit, and more 
lighting, pavements and walking routes. 
 

8/160321 To receive a financial report from the Clerk including payments due and an 
update on street lighting costs 
 
A bank reconciliation was presented showing a balance of £69,509.69.  It was 
noted reserves were held as follows: CIL payments held as specified reserve for 
village infrastructure projects: £19,001.56. Earmarked reserve: £25,000.00. 
General reserve: £23,808.95.   
 
It was agreed to spend £417.35 plus VAT on updating the lighting in column 43 on 
Church Lane and to purchase and install lifebelt equipment costing around £300 
for the St Mary’s Way pond.  These costs would be set against CIL receipts. 
 
It was agreed to set aside £250.00 for spending on improvements at Westerfield 
Station as part of the station adopting scheme.  Costs would be reimbursed 
against receipts for purchases. 
 
Other payments were made or agreed as follows: 
 
March 1, 2021 Rod Caird 1097 £ 301.28   Clerk pay  
March 23, 2021 Tree GP 1098 £ 600.00  £ 120.00  Clear pond  
March 23, 2021 Yvonne Maynard 1099 £ 25.00   Planting  
March 23, 2021 Suffolk CC 1100 £ 562.65  £ 112.53  Lighting charges 

 

9/160321 Correspondence and urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the 
Parish Council, including the upcoming County Council elections; and 
confirmation of future meetings - the Annual Parish Meeting and Parish 
Council AGM on Wednesday April 28, 2021 and provisionally the Parish 
Council regular meeting on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 
 
A message had been received thanking the Parish Council for clearing the willow 
branches from the pond at St Mary’s Way. 
 
Complaints had been received about dog fouling with some people leaving dog 
bags in hedges and on fences. 
 
Residents should ask for postal votes if they are uncomfortable about voting in 
person at the May 6 elections for a County Councillor and the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 
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The upcoming meeting dates were confirmed.  The Annual Parish Meeting and 
Parish Council AGM would be held online but meetings after May 6 may no longer 
be held remotely as the legislation enabling them will expire on that date.  The 
provisional meeting on May 18 would therefore be held under Covid secure rules 
in the Church Room. 
 
It was noted that there is no current Village historian, so there is a vacancy if a 
volunteer can be found with the necessary time and enthusiasm.  Current historic 
documents etc should be safely stored, possibly in the secure storage room held 
by the Clerk. 
 
The above items are to be included in the next Village Newsletter which is due to 
be printed on March 26 for delivery before Easter. 

 
 
Signed:- P Miller (Chairman)               Approved by Parish Council on April 28th 2021 
 


