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WESTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL  
 

APPROVED MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held online on 
February 24, 2021 at 7.30pm  

 
PRESENT  Cllrs Peter Miller, Graham Austin, Trevor Cade, Peter 

Felicity Borwick and Michael Noble.  Rod Caird (Clerk) was 
also present. 

 
1/240221 
 

Apologies and approvals of absence 
 
Cllrs Peter Hudson and Jason Kirk had sent apologies and their absence 
was approved. 

2/240221 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 
 
None 

3/240221 To receive comments from members of the public on matters on the 
Agenda 
 
Two members of the public were present, and comments were made 
about the planning application concerning the hedge at The Mount (Item 4 
below). 

4/240221 To consider three planning applications: 
 

DC/21/0649/FUL | Erection of 1no. new dwelling, with detached double 
cartlodge, and driveway. | Land East Of 5 And 6 St Marys Way 

 
The following comment was agreed: The Parish Council does not object to 
the construction plans. But it notes that the driveway extension from the 
existing road is included within the red line defined site, as it is also for the 
other new site (21/0311). Does this mean that the driveway is to be 
subject to shared ownership by the two sites? Will it be possible for the 
driveway to be adopted by Suffolk Highways? The Parish Council feels 
this matter should be clarified at planning stage in order to avoid future 
problems when either property is sold on or when maintenance or access 
issues arise.  

 
DC/21/0311/FUL | Erection of 1no. new dwelling, with detached double 
garage, and extension of vehicular access driveway. | Land East Of 5 And 6 
St Marys Way 
 
The following comment was agreed: The Parish Council does not object to 
the construction plans. But it notes that the driveway extension from the 
existing road is included within the red line defined site, as it is also for the 
new bungalow site (21/0649). Does this mean that the driveway is to be 
subject to shared ownership by the two sites? Will it be possible for the 
driveway to be adopted by Suffolk Highways? The Parish Council feels 
this matter should be clarified at planning stage in order to avoid future 
problems when either property is sold on or when maintenance or access 
issues arise.  
 



2 

DC/21/0264/VOC | Variation of Condition 2 on Application 
APP/J3530/W/17/3167309 (The appeal is allowed and planning permission 
is granted for the erection of 5 dwellings at The Mount, Church Lane, 
Westerfield, Ipswich IP6 9BE in accordance with the terms of the 
application, Ref DC/16/2765/FUL, dated 5 July 2016 subject to the 
conditions on the attached schedule.) | The Mount Church Lane 
 
The following comment was agreed: The Council opposes the Variation of 
Condition 2. It is recognised that the required visibility can only be 
achieved by removing the hedge; but the hedge is an essential and 
substantial feature of the characteristic rural approach to the village of 
Westerfield. The Parish Council will therefore only agree to its removal 
provided that a replacement hedge is planted along the appropriate line 
which allows the necessary visibility. As an interim measure a simple post 
and rail fence should be put in place for the new hedge to grow through 
and over. In addition no work must be done on the hedge during the 
nesting season which has now begun. The hedge is a significant wildlife 
habitat and this must not be disturbed.  
 

5/240221 Correspondence and urgent matters to be brought to the attention of 
the Parish Council and confirmation of the meeting on March 16, 
2021 
 
It was noted that notice had been received from Phase 2 Planning and 
Development Ltd. of an imminent outline planning application for the Red 
House Neighbourhood site, one of the three sites which together make up 
the overall Ipswich Garden Suburb project.  It is anticipated that the outline 
application will be published in the spring or summer of 2021.   
 
It was agreed the Chair would submit a comment which establishes 
Westerfield Parish Council’s interest in the matter, and emphasising the 
need for the application to be in line with Ipswich Borough Council’s 
Supplementary Planning Document for the Garden Suburb.  Particular 
concerns expressed will be: the effect of extra generated traffic in the 
area; the provision of facilities for pedestrian and cycle movements; 
surface water drainage; and landscape and hedgerows. 
 
A further planning application had been received after publication of the 
Agenda: 
 
DC/21/0240/FUL | Excavate two number small wildlife ponds as part of 
District Level Licencing provision in Suffolk, works to include provision of 
low bank features created with excavated material, to be below 500mm in 
height. Ponds will be; one of 159sqm area, one of 245sqm area. Remaining 
development area to be associated low earth bunds. Each pond to meet NE 
pond creation guidelines and will be at least 1m deep at deepest part, with 
varying bank profiles and irregular shape. | Cockfield Hall Cockfield Hall 
Lane Witnesham 
 
It was agreed to make no objection. 
 
The meeting on March 16, 2021, was confirmed. 
 

 
Signed:- P Miller (Chairman)                   Approved by Parish Council on April 28th 2021 


