
WESTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
August 20, 2019 
 
The Northern Route consultation was discussed at a well-attended meeting of Westerfield 
Parish Council on August 20, 2019. 
 
Approximately 45 members of the public attended the meeting; County Councillor Robin 
Vickery was also present.  All but one Parish Councillors were present. 
 
After an open discussion period, and also taking account of approximately 50 written 
comments which had been received, the Parish Council unanimously agreed the following 
position: 
 
Westerfield Parish Council is opposed to all three proposed routes for an Ipswich 
Northern Bypass. 
 
The Parish Council has argued forcefully for more than ten years that traffic 
management improvements are needed in order to reduce congestion on the east/west 
“rat-run” route which includes Lower Road and Church Lane.  These roads carry more 
traffic than they can safely deal with; there is inadequate provision for pedestrians and 
cyclists; the crossroads with Westerfield Road is a recognised accident site, and the 
imminent development of the nearby Ipswich Garden Suburb of 3,500 dwellings will 
accentuate these issues. 
 
Proposals have been made to the County Highways team on numerous occasions 
concerning safety improvements which would ease this difficult situation.  There has 
been very little attention to these concerns apart from Speed Indicator Devices which 
the Parish funded. 
 
After careful discussion the Parish Council does not accept the argument that a 
Northern Bypass on any of the proposed routes would do anything to fix the 
acknowledged traffic problems in Westerfield.  On the contrary, an additional major 
route nearby could create more, rather than less, congestion in the village. 
 
In addition there is widespread concern in the village about the environmental damage 
which would be caused by a major road construction, with the associated loss of 
agricultural land, wildlife habitats and quality of rural life. 
 
In summary the Parish Council believes that none of the proposed Northern Bypass 
routes offers a solution to actual problems experienced in Westerfield, but wishes to 
reiterate its long-standing request for real proposals to improve traffic management in 
the village. 
 
Rod Caird 
Clerk, Westerfield Parish Council 
August 22, 2019 


